Lesson 7

My Bible:
The Bible Into
People’s Hands
Video—My Bible
1. Think about this question for 30 seconds. How would life be different if you
couldn’t have a Bible in your home?
2. In the video, what scene caught your attention or what comment was made that
you think would be beneficial to remember?

Study the Scriptures
3. You’ve stocked your home with useful items. A faucet to deliver running water,
a stove to cook your food, a water heater to allow for hot showers, and a Phillips
screwdriver to make it possible to tighten a loose screw. The Bible in your home
is a useful tool. Paul reminded his young pastor friend Timothy about the uses of
the Scriptures. He wrote:
2 Timothy 3:16,17—“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

We are going to look at the four different ways of using the Bible: teaching,
rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness. Focus on each of these uses
and give examples.
• Teaching

Definition:

An account in the Bible of someone using the Word of God this way:
Two examples of how you would use the Word of God to teach:
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• Rebuking

Definition:

An account in the Bible of someone using the Word of God this way:
Two examples of how you would use the Word of God to teach:

• Correcting

Definition:

An account in the Bible of someone using the Word of God this way:
Two examples of how you would use the Word of God to teach:

• Training in righteousness
Definition:

An account in the Bible of someone using the Word of God this way:
Two examples of how you would use the Word of God to teach:

Listen to Luther
4. Luther wanted to put the Bible into the hands of the common people so they
could read it for themselves. In the video, Pastor John Braun says, “He wanted
that common German peasant to understand what God was saying in the New
Testament.”
In groups of three people, read the following Luther quotes and answer these
questions:

• For each of the Luther quotes, name benefits people enjoy by having the Bible
in their homes.

• From the benefits you named, as a group decide on your top three benefits. Be
ready to explain why you chose what you did.

You will have five minutes.

A. “[The gospels and epistles of the apostles] want themselves to be our guides,
to direct us to the writings of the prophets and of Moses in the Old Testament
so that we might there read and see for ourselves how Christ is wrapped in
swaddling cloths and laid in the manger, that is, how he is comprehended in
the writings of the prophets.” (Luther’s Works, 35:122)
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B. “For there is nothing else that leads either to the grace of God or to eternal
salvation except the word and work of God, since grace or the Spirit is life
itself, to which we are led by God’s word and work.” (Luther’s Works, 33:105)
C. “What I have observed is this, that all heresies and errors in connection
with the Scriptures have arisen, not from the simplicity of the words, as is
almost universally stated, but from neglect of the simplicity of the words, and
from tropes or inferences hatched out of men’s own heads.” (Luther’s Works,
33:163)
D. “Therefore let us with all diligence and humility devote ourselves to the study
of Sacred Scripture and to serious prayer, lest we lose the truth of the gospel.”
(Luther’s Works, 26:114)
E. “We should and must by all means read Scripture. For it was put into letters
and was constantly preserved in the church through the special dispensation
of God (and will also remain in the church until the end of the world) that we
might read, learn, and constantly further and spread the word on and on, to
children’s children. . . . The matter of greatest importance is that the readers
of Scripture are not only diligent but also faithful. . . . [The Lord] says in effect:
See to it that you by all means read Scripture faithfully and that you rightly
divide the Word of truth, that is, that you look for nothing in it for your person
except Me, without whom no one comes to the Father, and that from Scripture
you teach this to others.” (What Luther Says, 250)
F. “God be praised, the Bible itself is now in the hands of the people, together
with plenty and useful books of many learned writers. In these a Christian
can nourish himself well, as the saying goes: The cow walks in grass up to
the belly. Just so we, too, are truly well supplied in our time with the rich,
full pasture of the divine Word. God grant that we gratefully use it and
become fat and strong from it before the drought and the punishment for our
unthankfulness come.”(What Luther Says, 255)
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5. As you have read numerous quotes from Luther and pondered about the
message sent in those quotes, take 15 seconds and think of one thing you’ve
come to appreciate about Martin Luther.

Bringing It Home
6. Thinking about our discussion today, on your own take 90 seconds to write down
three blessings that come from being able to have a Bible in your hands.
7. What is one thing you will want to remember or found interesting in today’s
study?

Living My Faith
If you don’t have one set up yet, put together a Bible reading plan. Make sure your plan
is realistic and not so unwieldy that you fall into guilt on day two of the plan because
you are behind. Read by books of the Bible. Ask your pastor for help and suggestions.
One helpful way to keep up with Bible reading is to have an accountability partner. Ask
someone to check on your progress each week; you can check on the other’s progress
also. (Bible reading plans are available almost everywhere. Ask your pastor to help you
find one that works for you.)

Closing Prayer by Martin Luther
“O Father of all mercy, you have begun your work in us. Continue to fill us with all
dimensions of wisdom and knowledge. May we be fully certain in our hearts and fully
aware how the Spirit, who has raised up our Lord, also enlivens the faith within us
with the same power and strength. Through him we have also risen from the dead by
his mighty power, which works in us through your holy word. Help us to grow in the
knowledge of your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and to remain firm in confessing
his blessed word. Grant that our cross and sufferings may direct us to a blessed and
sure hope of the coming of our Savior Jesus Christ, for whom we wait each day. Amen.”
(Luther’s Prayers, p. 66,67)
Reformation: Grace, Faith, Scripture

Lesson 7 | p.4

Acknowledgments
Quotations from Luther’s Works, American Edition, Vols. 31-55 © 1957–1962 Augsburg
Fortress. Used with permission.
Quotations from Luther’s Works, American Edition, Vol. 26 © 1963, 1991 Concordia
Publishing House. Used with permission. www.cph.org.

Quotations from What Luther Says © 1959, 1987 Concordia Publishing House. Used with
permission. www.cph.org.
Quotations from Luther’s Prayers © 1994 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission.

Reformation: Grace, Faith, Scripture

Lesson 7 | p.5

