Lesson 5

All Serve Christ:
Vocation

Video—All Serve Christ
1. Take one minute and write down every vocation (calling, role) you have.

2. In the video, what scene caught your attention or what comment was made that
you think would be beneficial to remember?

Study the Scriptures
3. Every Christian has received a call from God. This is a call to faith, a call to glory, a call
to live in the hope of glory by serving our neighbor in whatever place or condition we
may find ourselves at a given moment. Look at the Lord’s promises to his Christian
people in Isaiah 41:8-10. Underline all that the Lord does for those he has called—
which means you. Be ready to explain why you underlined what you did.
Isaiah 41:8-10—“But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, you
descendants of Abraham my friend, I took you from the ends of the earth, from
its farthest corners I called you. I said, ‘You are my servant’; I have chosen you
and have not rejected you. So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed,
for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand.”
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In what ways will these things the Lord does for you (that we just noted) help
you carry out your calling in life to serve others?

4. Because Jesus has called us to faith in him, it also means he has called us to be
free, to be holy, and to serve. Jesus modeled this for us in John chapter 13. On the
night before he would die on the cross, he taught his disciples a lesson on service.
A Jewish rabbi (teacher) could ask his students to do anything except wash his
feet. Jesus turned the tables and washed his disciples’ feet. Read John 13:1-5,1215. In groups of three to five people (or on your own if you prefer), name at
least five truths this biblical text teaches us about vocation and our freedom to
serve others. You will have five minutes. We’ll hear samples from the groups. The
person with the largest feet will be the reporter for your group.
John 13:1-5

“It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come
for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who
were in the world, he loved them to the end.

“The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father
had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was
returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and
wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin
and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was
wrapped around him.

“When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned
to his place. ‘Do you understand what I have done for you?’ he asked them.
‘You call me “Teacher” and “Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now
that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash
one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done
for you.’”
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Listen to Luther
5. Martin Luther is known for helping to reform the church to focus on the Bible
teachings of salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, found in Scripture
alone, based on Christ alone. But Luther also helped to reform the teaching of
vocation. For centuries the Roman Catholic Church taught that the works done
by priests, monks, and nuns brought them closer to God than the works done
by ordinary people. Luther helped Christian people to see that since they were
free from the need to earn salvation, they could now use their freedom to serve
others. The works of every believer were the same. Luther said that the world
is full of God. In other words, God is all around us in the faces of our neighbors
that we might serve him. For each Luther quote, summarize the encouragement
about vocation found in that quote.
Section A

• “Thus a Christian man who lives in this confidence toward God knows all
things, can do all things, ventures everything that needs to be done, and
does everything gladly and willingly, not that he may gather merits and good
works, but because it is a pleasure for him to please God in doing these things.
He simply serves God with no thought of reward, content that his service
pleases God.” (Luther’s Works, 44:27)

• “At times in the privacy of his home a poor man, in whom nobody can see
many great works, joyfully praises God. . . . He does a greater and more
acceptable work by this than another who fasts and prays much, endows
churches, makes pilgrimages, and burdens himself with great deeds in this
place and that. . . . It is always the case that the higher and better the works
are, the less show they make.” (Luther’s Works, 44:41)
Section B

• “A Christian man must rise higher, letting his kindness serve even those who
do not deserve it: evildoers, enemies, and the ungrateful, even as his heavenly
Father makes his sun to rise on good and evil alike, and his rain to fall on the
grateful and the ungrateful.” (Luther’s Works, 44:109)
• “Everyone must benefit and serve every other by means of his own work or
office so that in this way many kinds of work may be done for the bodily and
spiritual welfare of the community, just as all the members of the body serve
one another.” (Luther’s Works, 44:130)
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Section C

• “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a
perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all. . . . The Christian life . . . lacks
nothing. It is lord over sin, death, and hell, and yet at the same time it serves,
ministers to, and benefits all men.” (Luther’s Works, 31:344)
• “Therefore he (a man) should be guided in all his works by this thought and
contemplate this one thing alone, that he may serve and benefit others in
all that he does, considering nothing except the need and advantage of his
neighbor.” (Luther’s Works, 31:365)
• “Here faith is truly active through love [Gal 5:6], that is, it finds expression
in works of the freest service, cheerfully and lovingly done, with which a
man willingly serves another without hope of reward; and for himself he is
satisfied with the fullness and wealth of his faith.” (Luther’s Works, 31:365)

Section D

• “[The Christian life] can do all things and has all things and lacks nothing. It is
lord over sin, death, and hell, and yet at the same time it serves, ministers to,
and benefits all men.” (Luther’s Works, 31:368)
• “Although we are all equally priests, we cannot all publicly minister and teach.
We ought not do so even if we could.” (Luther’s Works, 31:356)
• “So much importance is attached to the freedom, life, and property of the
clergy, as though the laity were not also as spiritual and as good Christians as
they, or did not also belong to the church.” (Luther’s Works, 44:132)
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Bringing It Home
6. In his Small Catechism, Luther included a Table of Duties. Compare Luther’s list
of vocations with the list you wrote down at the beginning of the lesson. Find
one of your vocations in Luther’s list and write down how you will serve others
this week. Make this list practical and not theoretical. Don’t simply write, “Love
others,” but write specific ways you will show that love for others. We’ll ask for
volunteers to share one vocation and action plan from their list.
7. What is one thing you will want to remember or found interesting in today’s study?

Living My Faith
Luther said, “We conclude, therefore, that a Christian lives not in himself, but in Christ
and in his neighbor. Otherwise he is not a Christian. He lives in Christ through faith, in
his neighbor through love” (Luther’s Works, 31:371). Find Luther’s Table of Duties in
your catechism. Open the book and leave it in plain sight. If you write down your plans
for the week, use this list in your planning to help you carry out your vocations. Pray for
wisdom, strength, and balance in carrying out your vocations.

Closing Prayer by Martin Luther
“Give grace to all employees to be obedient and to serve faithfully. Help all classes in
city and country to be devout and to show love and consideration for each other. Give
favorable seasons and good harvests. I commend to you house and land, [family and
friends]. Help me to [serve] them well and to support and train them in the Christian
way. Restrain and check the destroyer and all evil angels who would hinder and harm
all these policies which you provide. Amen.” (Luther’s Prayers, p. 37,38)
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TABLE OF DUTIES
Pastors
A pastor must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, selfcontrolled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to much wine, not
violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his
own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. He must
not be a recent convert. He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has
been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those
who oppose it. (See 1 Timothy 3:2,3,4,6; Titus 1:9.)

What We Owe to Our Pastors and Teachers

Anyone who receives instruction in the Word must share all good things with his
instructor. (See Galatians 6:6.)
In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel
should receive their living from the gospel. (See 1 Corinthians 9:14.)

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor,
especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says,
“The worker deserves his wages.” (See 1 Timothy 5:17,18.)

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men
who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden,
for that would be of no advantage to you. (See Hebrews 13:17.)

Government

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have
been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority
is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring
judgment on themselves. For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant,
an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. (See Romans 13:1,2,4.)

Husbands

Wives

Husbands, be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect
as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that
nothing will hinder your prayers. Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh
with them. (See 1 Peter 3:7; Colossians 3:19.)
Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham
and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do
not give way to fear. (See Ephesians 5:22; 1 Peter 3:6.)
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Parents
Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training
and instruction of the Lord. Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will
become discouraged. (See Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:21.)

Children

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and
mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise—“that it may go well
with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” (See Ephesians 6:1-3.)

Employees

Obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just
as you would obey Christ. Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye
is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve
wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that
the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does. (See Ephesians 6:5-8.)

Employers

Treat your employees in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you
know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no
favoritism with him. (See Ephesians 6:9)

Young People

Young men, be submissive to those who are older. Clothe yourselves with
humility toward one another, because “God opposes the proud but gives grace
to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he
may lift you up in due time. (See 1 Peter 5:5,6.)

Widows

The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and
continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help. But the widow who lives
for pleasure is dead even while she lives. (See 1 Timothy 5:5,6.)

A Word for All

Love your neighbor as yourself. This is the sum of all the commandments. (See
Romans 13:8-10; Galatians 5:14.) And continue praying for everyone. (See 1
Timothy 2:1.)
Let each the lesson learn with care,
And all the household well shall fare.
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