Lesson 1

The Beginning:
Baptism

Video—The Beginning: Baptism
1. In the video, what scene caught your attention or what comment was made that
you think would be beneficial to remember?

2. When you see a baptism, what emotions stir inside you?

Study the Scriptures
3. Martin Luther wrote in his Large Catechism, “[Baptism] is far more glorious than
anything else God has commanded and ordained; in short, it is so full of comfort
and grace that heaven and earth cannot comprehend it” (Large Catechism,
Baptism, 39). Select three of the following passages to look up. Write down at
least one truth about Baptism from each passage. Then write down an example
of someone you think needs to hear this/these truth(s) of comfort and grace. An
example has been given.
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Passage
Acts 22:16

Baptism truth(s) in the passage
• Baptism is for all (Saul/Paul is
given this gift).
• Baptism washes sins away and is
not just a symbol.

Who needs to hear this/these truth(s)?
• Someone who thinks they have sinned
too much that God won’t accept them.
• Someone who doubts Baptism’s real
power to save.

1 Peter 3:20,21
Matthew 28:18,19
Mark 16:15,16
Romans 6:3-5
Galatians 3:26,27
Titus 3:5-7
John 3:3-5
Ephesians 5:25,26
Colossians 2:11,12
Acts 2:38,39
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4. Baptism is a miracle we can return to every day. Of the passages given, which one
do you think would be the best to help you remember your baptism and what
God has done for you in that sacrament? Pick a passage and tell a person next to
you which one you chose and why. We’ll hear a sampling from the groups.

Listen to Luther
5. Luther had much to say about Baptism and its blessings. Read the following
Luther quotes and summarize in your own words the main point of each quote.

A. “In short, the blessings of baptism are so boundless that if our timid nature
considers them, it may well doubt whether they could all be true. Suppose
there were a physician who had so much skill that people would not die, or
even though they died would afterward live eternally. Just think how the
world would snow and rain money upon such a person! Because of the throng
of rich people crowding around, no one else would be able to get near. Now,
here in baptism there is brought, free of charge, to every person’s door just
such a treasure and medicine that swallows up death and keeps all people
alive.” (Large Catechism, Baptism, 42,43)

B. “Therefore when we rise again from sin, or repent, we do nothing else than
return to the power and the faith of Baptism, from which we fell, and come
back to the promise then made to us, which we deserted when we sinned.
For the truth of the promise once made stands steadily, ever ready to receive
us with open arms upon our return. . . . So you see how rich a Christian, or
one who is baptized, really is. Even if he so desired, he is unable to lose his
salvation, however much he sins, unless he refuses to believe; for no sins
except unbelief alone can condemn him.” (What Luther Says, 162)
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C. “We must regard baptism and put it to use in such a way that we may draw
strength and comfort from it when our sins or conscience oppress us, and
say: ‘But I am baptized! And if I have been baptized, I have the promise that I
shall be saved and have eternal life, both in soul and body.’” (Large Catechism,
Baptism, 44)

D. “It is plain therefore, that the beginning of our salvation is a faith which clings
to the word of the promising God, who, without any effort on our part, in
free and unmerited mercy takes the initiative and offers us the word of his
promise. For just as the truth of this divine promise, once pronounced over
us, continues until death, so our faith in it ought never to cease, but to be
nourished and strengthened until death by the continual remembrance of his
promise made to us in baptism.” (Luther’s Works, 36:39,59)

E. “Thus we see what a great and excellent thing baptism is, which snatches us
from the jaws of the devil and makes us God’s own, overcomes and takes away
sin and daily strengthens the new person, and always endures and remains
until we pass out of this misery into eternal glory. Therefore let all Christians
regard their baptism as the daily garment that they are to wear all the time.”
(Large Catechism, Baptism, 83,84)

F. “Now, it is obvious in the words He speaks—‘Teach all nations and baptize
them,’ etc., and “Whoever believes and is baptized”—He is pointing us not to
our works and the doctrine of the Law, but to His works and gift, which we
cannot receive otherwise than through faith. That is the treasure through
which we are saved, not earned or merited by us, but given to us by Him. We
cannot ever say or boast that Christ (in whom we believe) or Baptism (which
we receive on His [authority]) are our doing or were brought about by any
human being.” (Luther’s Works, 77:278)
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Bringing It Home
6. Martin Luther thought Baptism was extremely valuable. He said, “There is on
earth no greater comfort than Baptism” (What Luther Says, 164) and “We have,
therefore, no greater jewel in body and soul” (Large Catechism, Baptism, 46).
Based on our discussion today, take 90 seconds and write down three ways
Baptism is a valuable gift from God. We’ll hear samples.

7. What is one thing you will want to remember or found interesting in today’s
study?

Living My Faith
Luther wrote, “A Christian life is nothing else than a daily baptism, begun once and
continuing ever after” (Large Catechism, Baptism, 65). Find ways to daily remember
your baptism. Here are some examples: Put your baptismal certificate where you will
see it every day. Have a piece of art in a prominent place that reminds you of your
baptism. Set an alarm on your phone that reminds you each day at that same time: You
are a baptized child of God. Begin your family devotions or evening prayers with “In the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” words spoken over you at your
baptism. Be creative in how you daily return to your baptism. At the next study, share
with the group what helped you to remember your baptism during the past week.

Closing Prayer by Martin Luther
“I thank, praise, and glorify you, my Lord Christ, with heart and voice before the world
that you are merciful to me and do help me. This I have received in baptism, that you
and none other shall be my Lord and God. Amen.” (Luther’s Prayers, p. 78)
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