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Mark Your Calendar

10/1
Congregational Meeting - WSP

10/6
A Team Volleyball tournament

10/8
Pioneer Sunday

10/12 
Pioneer Meeting

10/13
S’More Fun - Eagan

10/16
Lifeline Screening - Eagan

10/18
Early Dismissal 

Cross Country Meet
10/19-10/20

Teachers’s Conference 
NO SCHOOL

10/26
Pioneers Meeting

10/28
Trunk or Treat - WSP

10/31
Halloween

Seven Deadly Sins Sidebar:  
What’s Wrong with Cohabitation Anyway?
BY PASTOR EMILE BURGESS

October marks the 500th anniversary of the Christian Reformation. Even secular 
historians agree that one of the main accomplishments of Martin Luther in his 
lifetime was unifying the German language. He accomplished that by translating 
the Latin Bible into the German language as we have it today. In doing so, he 
unified the many different dialects of German into a common language. This also 
accomplished a dream of Martin Luther’s…getting God’s word into the hands of 
God’s people. Up to that point, only the educated priests had access to the Bible. 
As we celebrate the work the Lord accomplished through Marin Luther, we can 
thank the Lord for the precious gift of his word in our lives. 

Our present and upcoming Bible Studies are ways to continue to make God’s 
word a part of our daily lives. Last month, we began a new Bible study called The 
Seven Deadly Sins. Each week we look at what God’s Word has to say about a 
particular sin, why it’s deadly, how Christ defeated it on our behalf, and how to 
combat it in our daily lives. This month, we are sharing in greater detail a vignette 
from the lesson on Lust. The vignette is specifically about cohabitation, the sadly 
common practice of a couple living together before they are married. 

Scripture does not specifically say anything about living together before marriage. 
That’s not to say Scripture doesn’t speak “to” the issue. What God does tell us 
are harmful to body and soul and marriage (and therefore sinful) are lust and 
sexual immorality. Our good God wants sex reserved for marriage. God’s Sixth 
Commandment is not about “spoiling our fun.” Rather, it’s about preventing us 

continued
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Cohabitation... continued

from spoiling our relationships and our souls. Much more 
could be said on this, but recent studies have shown the 
damaging effects pornography and other sexual sins have 
on a person, how they “hijack” the brain. (For more on this, 
search the web for a book called Wired For Intimacy.) 

When it comes to cohabitation, 
some might argue that they 
could live with a significant 
other before marriage while 
still abstaining from sex—that 
the sex part is the only “sin” 
part. Sadly, this is a very 
short-sighted view of sin and 
repentance.

Here are three reasons why 
cohabitation before marriage 
is sinful and harmful, even if 
the couple is not engaging in 
premarital sex: 

Cohabitation is putting 
yourself in a position to be 
constantly under temptation, 
instead of “fleeing” it. And 
are you really able to resist? 

Why is flirting with temptation 
so bad? To put it bluntly, 
sin left unchecked leads to 
impenitence (unrepentance), 
which means no faith, which 
means no salvation. Taking 
sin lightly is a very dangerous 
pattern. Jesus would have us 
take sin seriously and conduct 
“spiritual surgery” to remove anything from our lives  
that tempts us toward sin. God’s Word bids us:

• “Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, 
faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the 
Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Timothy 2:22).

• “And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better 
for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to 
have two eyes and be thrown into hell” (Mark 9:47).

Cohabitation is giving a poor witness  
to non-Christians. 

Unbelievers who see two Christians living together will 
assume they are engaging in premarital sex and draw the 

conclusion that sin must not be a big deal for Christians and 
thus, “maybe my sins aren’t a big deal either.” That tragic 
false impression waters down God’s law and therefore the 
need for God’s gospel.

Instead, God would have our lives, “make the teaching about 
God our Savior attractive” (Titus 2:10). Are two people living 

together striving in their “new self” to 
live out Christ’s calling to them as in 
these verses? 

• “But among you there must not be 
even a hint of sexual immorality, or 
of any kind of impurity, or of greed, 
because these are improper for 
God’s holy people” (Ephesians 5:3).

• “Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse 
you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God 
on the day he visits us” (1 Peter 
2:12).

• “In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may 
see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven” (Matthew 
5:16). 

“And he died for all, that those who 
live should no longer live for them- 
selves but for him who died for them 
and was raised again… Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new 
has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:15, 17)

Cohabitation is likely emboldening 
other weak Christians to engage in premarital sex. 

God makes it clear in Scripture that he wants us to do ALL 
we can NOT to embolden others to sin. “Fred and Jane 
are living together. Must be okay for me to have sex before 
marriage too.” Our Lord shows how serious he is about 
emboldening others to sin:

• “If anyone causes one of these little ones who believe  
in me to sin, it would be better for him to be thrown into  
the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck”  
(Mark 9:42).

• “Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother to fall into sin, 
I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to 
fall” (1 Corinthians 8:13).

NEW BIBLE STUDY!  

The Way of the Wise
“Give me something practical!” Have you 
ever thought that when going to church or a 
Bible Study? Everyone is welcome to join in 
as we walk through different sections from 
the book of Proverbs. You’ll see how practical 
the Bible really is.  

Led by Pastor Pudlo

Wednesdays  |  Eagan Campus  |  6:30-7:30

All are welcome!
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SCHO LO L
Preschool Playground Update
We have an awesome start to our goal of $27,000. Thank you all for sponsoring a mat! 
We will be keeping the “sponsor a mat” program open until all funds are raised, if you 

would like to donate please make your contribution check to 
Crown of Life School with a notation in the memo line “PreK Playground Mat”.

We are excited to report the Parent Teacher Network (PTN) is teaming 
up with us to help raise funds. All proceeds from PTN events throughout 
the year will go toward our playground. So mark your calendars for these 
opportunities to support our school.

Aside from all these “spiritual” reasons not to live together 
before marriage, even secular sociologists have noticed the 
harmful effects of cohabitation. (For more on this, search 
nytimes.com for “the downside of cohabiting.”) Statistics show 
that when a couple lives together before marriage they are 
much more likely to get divorced in the future. If God and the 
pagans say it’s bad, it surely must be!

Cohabitation is a rampant problem among Christians. While 
it might feel like common sense, it is really a snare of the 
devil. It encourages Christians to take sin lightly—and not 
just their own sin, but to take lightly how their actions might 

be emboldening other Christians and non-Christians alike, 
to take sin lightly. And where sin is taken lightly, so is sin’s 
Savior. 

Jesus didn’t take sin lightly. He took it so seriously he spent 
33 years as our stand-in, living, suffering and finally dying for 
every sin he took so seriously. Now through faith, we are a 
new creation in him who lived and died for us. May our lives 
of repentant faith demonstrate our love for Christ and our love 
for our neighbor. And may we speak the truth in love to those 
caught in the snare of cohabitation.

Finally, it’s great to see the different interests  
that first graders have: some really love to draw and 
color, others are already enjoying some chapter books, 
and others really like to play with floor puzzles or building 
with linking cubes.  What a wonderful way to celebrate 
how God made each one of us unique and special.

1st Grade Uses  
Their Voices and  
Bodies to Praise God!! 

As we start another new year, the first grade  
class has really embraced music. We are  
singing in church in October with the  
Kindergarten and Preschool classes, and it’s  
so much fun to learn the actions to our song, praising 
Jesus with our words and hands.

We also learned to waltz, using our feet to show 
measures that have three beats. Dancing is a great way 
to use up some extra energy in a controlled and fun way.

Butter Braids – order now – Oct 13 
Order forms are located in the each church 
entryway. Place your order in the offering 
basket or drop off in the WSP church office.

Culvers Night – Tuesday Oct. 10

Chick-Fil-A Night – Wed Nov 15

NEWS

FUNDS RAISED 

$7,484.50  



My journey to Mahahual, Mexico started in a most 
unexpected place…praying beside a stream on the Tibetan 
Plateau. While traveling to a remote school there for a 
documentary film project, my team became stranded for 
hours while the road in front of us was literally being finished. 
With no where to go, and no distractions, I sat and prayed 
more intently and peacefully than at any time in my life. I 
asked the Lord to provide an opportunity to travel and serve 
His Church in a similar manner. And this is how I found 
myself, two years later, making the four hour drive south of 
Cancun to Costa Maya Ministries in Mahahual. 

I met up with Pastor Martin Valleskey at Iglesia Cruz de 
Cristo, Cross of Christ church, and we headed to Pulticub, a 
mission outpost in a fishing community 50 kilometers up the 
coast. As pavement gave way to dirt roads, and dirt roads 
to a sandy trail, I was struck by the effort that goes into the 
mission work here. This is Jesus’ Great Commission in 

living, breathing form. Over 5 million people live in the three 
Mexican states that make up the Yucatan Peninsula…Cruz 
de Cristo is the only Lutheran church there and is one of 
the few churches of any denomination functioning on a daily 
basis. While the preconception is that Mexicans are devote 
Catholics, the truth is, at least in this area, that most are 
unchurched or disconnected from their faith. As we dodge 
potholes that threaten to swallow our tires, we honestly don’t 
know if anyone will be waiting when we arrive. But faith 
comes by hearing, and with so few opportunities to do so, 
keeping these people connected to Word means making the 
drive. We are blessed to find two families for Bible study.

Upon returning to Mahahual, we meet a woman with a 
request. Her daughter is pregnant and needs to see a 
doctor, could they borrow Pastor’s car to get her there? 
Pastor agrees. The hospital is a half day’s drive away and he 
doesn’t know when the vehicle will return. It doesn’t seem to 

A Journey for Cruz de Cristo, Mahahual Mexico
BY NICK KAPANKE



matter. If he can help, he does. Born to missionary parents 
in Africa, Pastor Valleskey’s heart lies in outreach. Lending 
his car, driving the extra kilometers, sharing his food or 
comforting words, if there is an opportunity to demonstrate 
the love of Christ, he does so without hesitation. He is self 
sufficient, thoughtful, humble, resolved…blessings that steel 
him as currently the only called worker on the ground in 
Mahahual. But he certainly is not alone in his efforts.

Deb Blackburn, a North Carolinian by birth, is the local 
ministry coordinator for Costa Maya Ministries, a gracious 
woman whose energy is as boundless as her love for Christ. 
Working in mysterious ways, God used Hurricane Dean to 
help Deb meet Lynn and Jerry Zimpelmann and in turn bring 
Deb to faith. The Zimpelmanns, Wisconsin residents and 
missionaries in their own right, had nearly completed their 
dream retirement home on a beach near Mahahual when 
the Category 5 storm Dean pummeled the area. Needing a 
place to stay, Deb and her husband Hugh parked their RV 
on the Zimpelmann’s property and helped with the rebuild. 
The Zimpelmanns held Bible studies with Deb who in time 
came to faith, and the seeds of Costa Maya Ministries were 
planted. Mysterious ways indeed!

I joined Deb in picking up kids in the “Kilometer 55” 
neighborhood, a place of relative poverty. Standing outside 
the van as Deb honked the horn, I would hear the sound 
of feet pounding the ground as kids came running from all 
directions, eager for English lessons and art projects, for the 
soup kitchen and Bible study. Deb smiles as she mentions 
they had “37 kids in this van at one time.” The message is 
clear, the ground here is fertile for spreading the Word.

A great deal of my time in Mahahual was spent interviewing 
members of the church, many in their native Spanish. 
Working with Pastor to translate my questions, we asked 
them to share their story of faith. While I have some 
understanding of Spanish, I’m far from fluent. However, their 
physical responses bridged the language barrier in a way 
that mere words could not. Unbridled joy shown on their 
faces and through their body language as they spoke about 

the power of the Gospel coming into their lives. As someone 
blessed to be raised in a Christian household from birth, 
“hearing” this testimony was rare, raw and inspiring.

Sunday morning comes and Iglesia Cruz de Cristo is abuzz 
with activity. Children set up chairs. Volunteers from the 
States make new acquaintances. Kids pour in from the vans 
outside. The service begins and songs of praise echo into 
“Casitas” or “little houses” neighborhood where the church 
resides. Yallo, a man with a weathered face and eyes of 
deep compassion, stands to read a scripture lesson, sharing 
the Word with his fellow Mexicans. This is critical. The 
mission, built by the tireless efforts of Jerry Zimpelmann and 
countless volunteers, now needs the people it serves to take 
ownership, to make it their church, to spread the joy they’ve 
found whenever they go. Watching Yallo as he read, face 
beaming with pride, there is no doubt strong roots are  
taking hold.

I think often of our brothers and sisters in Mahahual, of Yallo, 
Don Santos, Pedro, Balta, Ruby, Miguel and Remedios, of 
Deb Blackburn and Pastor Valleskey, of the volunteers who 
so gracious give their time both here in the United States 
and in Mexico in support of the mission. I pray for the Lord’s 
continued blessings, but far to often, I need to remind myself 
to refold my hands and pray not only for this mission, but for 
those through the world. Places like Mahahual are indeed 
the “ends of the earth” where people have not heard of 
Jesus. They all need our prayers, I ask that you join me in 
remembering them in yours as well.

The mission in Mahahual was self-started. It hasn’t  
received any synod funding and is flourishing by the  
support and donations of volunteers. You can learn  
more at www.costamayaministries.org. This year  
Crown of Life School’s Friday morning Matins’ offering  
will be going to support the mission in Mahahual. If you  
are interested in supporting this mission as well, please 
contact Pastor Pudlo at 651-485-0190 or  
zacharypudlo@crownoflifemn.org
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TREASURER Fiscal Year 7/17 - 6/18  
August ended the fiscal year to date (FYTD) with $268,600 
in total income with expected budget income to be $271,840 
which was $3,239 below budget. Expenses (FYTD) were 
$261,708 which gave us a FYTD of a Positive $6,891. Fiscal 
Year to Date Envelope Offerings are -$15,214 less than  
budgeted. We owe $40,000 to our special funds account. 
Special Funds Account available balance is $8,500.

DEATHS 
• Dennis Wagner died 9/15/17, funeral with Pastor Kom.
• Audrey Adelmann died 9/23/17, funeral with Pastor Kom.

BAPTISMS 
• Harper Kathleen Lavigne daughter of Matthew and  

Jennifer Lavigne on September 18, 2017.
• Jack Marlan Evenson son of Jonah and Erin Evenson  

on September 24, 2017.

Welcome New Members!

Keith & Angi Kinsley, Kollette, Anabelle, Grace, Andrew  
We moved from Sioux Falls, SD to Farmington, MN to better 
accommodate our daughter with special needs. Keith works 
for Phibro Animal Health as swine veterinarian and Angi is a 
stay-at-home mom to Kollette, who attends Lakeville North 
High School, Anabelle, Grace, and Andrew attend COL. 

John & Megan Huebner, 
Jorie  We returned to Crown 
of Life after spending the past 
five years in Saginaw, MI. Jon 
received a call to teach math 
at St. Croix Lutheran Academy. 
Their daughter Jorie was born 
in May 2017. Megan and 
Jon are excited to be back in 
Minnesota and with family.

UPDATE: Crown of Life  
& Community Deliverance 
Church 
What following are questions members have asked 
since last months newsletter issue. If you have more 
questions, Please direct them to Pastor Pudlo.

What’s the progress been with the partner 
ministry since this Summer’s voter’s meeting?

Lots. First, I’ve (Pastor Pudlo) been in contact with 
the synod as to some of the following steps to take. I 
have been given a curriculum to use in my continued 
meetings with Pastor Baion. The curriculum is the 
same curriculum that is used to train second career 
men to become pastors in the WELS and is called 
the PSI (Pastoral Studies Institute). I will be going 
through this curriculum with Pastor Baion in the 
meantime. Second, Pastor Baion and I have shared 
our respective church calendars with one another for 
communication’s sake. I have invited their church to 
participate in all our fellowship and outreach events. 
They have inquired about getting involved in some of 
the upkeep of the building and facilities as well. 

Is this a distraction from our current ministry?

The voter’s certainly don’t think so. As a 
congregation we have been discussing how it is we 
can do more multicultural ministry at each location. 
This partnership seems to be a way the Lord is 
answering that very question. The partnership 
provides an opportunity for us to reach more and 
more people with the gospel in a way that we 
probably couldn’t reach them without the partnership.

Where is this partnership going?

The short answer is “Only God knows.” The 
longer answer is a bit more complicated. As I 
spoke with one of the WELS synodical leaders, he 
mentioned the possibility of this going right back to 
Sierra Leone, the home country of the leaders of 
Community Deliverance Church. His point was that 
we could end up training this church and they may 
end up taking their training back to Africa in order 
to contribute to the mission work already being 
done there. Talk about dreaming big! However, with 
Christianity on pace to nearly double in Africa from 
2000 to 2025, it seems like the field is ripe across the 
Atlantic and this isn’t beyond the realm of possibility.
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OCTOBER CALENDAR
Sunday, October 1
Pioneers Fall Camp
8:00 am Worship WSP
9:00 am Worship EGN
9:15 am Education Hour-WSP
10:15 am Education Hour-EGN
10:30 am Worship WSP
3:00 pm New Member Class -WSP
7:00 pm Congregational Meeting-WSP
Monday, October 2
3:15 pm Lego Club
6:30 pm Worship WSP
7:00 pm Mary/Martha - WSP
Tuesday, October 3
10:00 am The Commons on Marice 
 -Sr. Living Service
4:00 pm Volleyball AWAY Game @  
 Good Shepherd
7:00 pm Evangelism
 Technology Team
Wednesday, October 4
5:00 pm Confirmation Class WSP
6:30 pm Bible Class EGN
7:00 pm Senior choir practice WSP
8:00 pm Praise Band Reh
Thursday, October 5
2:30 pm Southview Sr. Living Service
Friday, October 6
8:05 am Matins
4:00 pm Volleyball Tournament (A Team)
Saturday, October 7
5:00 pm Worship EGN

Sunday, October 8
Praise Service & Pioneer Sunday
8:00 am Worship WSP
9:00 am Worship EGN
9:15 am Education Hour-WSP
10:15 am Education Hour-EGN
10:30 am Worship WSP
3:00 pm New Member Class-WSP
Monday, October 9
6:30 pm Worship WSP
7:30 pm Worship Committee
Tuesday, October 10
10:00 am The Commons on Marice 
 Sr. Living Service
6:30 pm Education
 Properties
 Handbell rehearsal
7:15 pm Stewardship
Wednesday, October 11
5:00 pm Confirmation Class WSP
6:30 pm Bible Class EGN
7:00 pm Senior choir practice WSP
Thursday, October 12
2:30 pm Southview Sr. Living Service
6:30 pm Pioneers Regular Meeting
7:00 pm Elders-EGN
Friday, October 13
8:00 am Matins & Muffins / Panera
5:00 pm S’more Fun-EGN
Saturday, October 14
5:00 pm Worship EGN
Sunday, October 15
8:00 am Worship WSP
9:00 am Worship EGN

Sunday, October 15  ...continued
9:15 am Education Hour-WSP
10:15 am Education Hour-EGN
10:30 am Worship WSP
3:00 pm New Member Class-WSP
Monday, October 16
Lifeline Screening-EGN
6:30 pm Worship WSP
Tuesday, October 17
10:00 am The Commons on Marice 
 Sr. Living Service
7:00 pm Council-EGN
Wednesday, October 18
NO BUS SERVICE
11:30 am  Early Dismissal
1:00 pm Cross Country Meet
5:00 pm Confirmation Class WSP
6:30 pm Bible Class EGN
7:00 pm Senior choir practice WSP
Thursday, October 19
Teachers’ Conference - NO SCHOOL
2:30 pm Southview Sr. Living Service
7:00 pm Riverview Cemetery
Friday, October 20
Teachers’ Conference - NO SCHOOL
Saturday, October 21
5:00 pm Worship EGN
Sunday, October 22
8:00 am Worship WSP
9:00 am Worship EGN
9:15 am Education Hour-WSP
10:15 am Education Hour-EGN
10:30 am Worship WSP
3:00 pm New Member Class-WSP

Monday, October 23
2:30 pm Lilydale Sr. Living Service
6:30 pm Worship WSP
Tuesday, October 24
10:00 am The Commons on Marice 

Sr. Living Service
Wednesday, October 25
5:00 pm Confirmation Class WSP
6:30 pm Bible Class EGN
7:00 pm Senior choir practice WSP
Thursday, October 26
2:30 pm Southview Sr. Living Service
6:30 pm Pioneers Regular Meeting
Friday, October 27
8:05 am Matins
Saturday, October 28
5:00 pm Trunk or Treat-WSP
5:00 pm Worship EGN
Sunday, October 29
8:00 am Worship WSP
9:00 am Worship EGN
9:15 am Education Hour-WSP
10:15 am Education Hour-EGN
10:30 am Worship WSP
Monday, October 30
6:30 pm  Worship WSP
Tuesday, October 31
 Halloween
10:00 am  The Commons on Marice 

Sr. Living Service
7:00 pm Youth & Adult Education

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Roger Becker

Zachary Haehnel
Becky Karnitz
Lorraine Langfield
Marissa Lucio

2 Eve Haehnel
Elizabeth Stedillie
Cole Tess

3 Caleb Leach
Evan Ludden
Eunice Neubauer
Kathleen Oberg
Isaiah Otterstatter

4 Brook Burt
David Dittman

4 Jonah Koeppen
 Samuel Koeppen
 Michael Yoder
5 Karyn Sachs
6 Dennis Duff
 Ashley Schumacher
7 Steven Bartsch
 Jennifer Seidl
8 Natalie Casalenda
 Sarah Lucas
 Cathy Olson
 Mary Wacker
9 Conner Koker
 Trenton Krueger
 Gabrielle Stensland

10 Carmen Arnoldy
 Benjamin Footh
 Jason Rupprecht
11 Steve Lange
 Justin Ohm
12 Abby Belfield
13 Lucas Boehm
 Hazel Danner
 Christine Pasch
 Rosanne Steber
14 Perry Abel
15 Stephanie Steber
17 Ezekiel Hammick
 Daniel Plath
 Andrew Quast

18 David Schletty
19 Abby Gaedtke
 Brady Schindeldecker
 Jennifer Thul
21 Hannah Little
 Samual Sylvester
22 Leo Kuehl
 Johnathon Schultz
23 Colleen Seiger
24 Jessica Kelm
25 Cody Hood
 Joann Loewen
 Leah Panek
26 Paula Casalenda
 Adam Fischbach

27 Mark Smith
28 Voni Boyer
 Dashawn Dennis
 Isaiah Kruse
 Scott Redner
29 Michaela Allen
 Amelie Farley
 Elizabeth Oldfield
 Andrew Osland
 Emily Pottorff
30 Courtney Engstrom
 Urdeen Quam

18” or 25” wreath $20.00
Holiday Centerpiece $25.00
Holiday Cross $30.00
Door Swag $18.00

15’ Garland $22.00
25’ Garland $30.00
6 Loop Velvet Bow $  3.00
Wall calendars $  7.00

Order sheets and envelopes are on the table in the church entrance. Make checks 
out to COL Pioneers and place in envelope by order forms. Pick up November 19. 

Christmas card sets $7.00 quantity is limited.

Help Support the Pioneer Program – Order Your Wreath Today



© 2017 Crown of Life Lutheran Church & School. All rights reserved.

CROWN OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
West St. Paul Campus – 115 Crusader Ave W, West St. Paul MN 55118
Eagan Campus – 4150 Pilot Knob Rd, Eagan MN 55122

JUST FOR FUN

SEPTEMBER QUOTEFALL:
1-Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life.
2-My grace is sufficient for you for my power is made perfect  
   in weakness.

Paper or Plastic?
B - Plastic (for immediate disposal  

of rank diapers)  
K - Plastic
P - Depends on what mood I’m in 
If you were a super-hero who  
would you be & why?
P - Doctor Strange (His cape  

is amazing) 
K - Superman (He seems to  

be invincible) 
B - Superman (He has lots  

of superpowers)   
What is your biggest fear?
K - My kids could somehow/some  

way lose their faith
B - Losing any one of my girls   
P - Family losing faith
Favorite Past-time?
B - Tennis  
P - Either baseball or flyfishing  
K - Traveling
Most hated food?
K - Beans of any kind  

(jellybeans are ok)  
B - Liver   
P - I’ll eat anything and enjoy it

Favorite Food
P - Chipotle  
B - BBQ Bacon Cheeseburger
K - Steamed Lobster Tail
Biggest challenge as a pastor
B - Balancing time in study  
 with time among people  
K - Getting everything done  
 with limited time
P - Juggling all the different duties 
Person you learned the most from
B - Professor Daniel Deutschlander  
 at MLC
K - My Dad  
P - Jesus
What is the first question you  
have for God when you meet  
face to face? 
B - Would you do the Road to 

Emmaus sermon again for me?   
K - What took so long?   
P - Why didn’t Noah just swat those 

two mosquitos on the ark?

ANSWERS  
ASK THE PASTOR - DID YOU GUESS WHO WAS WHO?

B
O

O
K

 R
E

V
IE

W
“Jesus Among Secular Gods:  
The Countercultural Claims of Christ”  
 
BY RAVI ZACHARIAS & VINCE VITALE   |   

Sociologists agree that America is entering and may very well be already 
well into a post-Christian era. That means that although our society bases 
many of its morals on Christian groundwork, it has rejected and/or forgotten 
the religious beliefs of Christianity. In the place of God, many people have 
set up secular gods. In Jesus Among Secular Gods, Ravi Zacharias and 
Vince Vitale explore the claims of all these secular beliefs such as Atheism, 
Scientism, Hedonism and more. This book not only gives Christians some 
good thoughts about why the arguments for secular gods are weak, but it 
also gives those curious about Christianity solid evidence as to why they 
should check out the claims of Christianity. 

While there are challenging sections to this book, there are also very good illustrations that explain deeper 
concepts of secular beliefs and why they have poor foundations. I would recommend this book to people 
who interact with secular Americans on a regular basis as a way to help them think through ways to 
communicate the truths of Christianity and the lies of secular beliefs.

H H H H H

S’MORE Fun 
October 13 – 5 pm  Eagan Campus

NE W DATE -  S AT,  OCTOBER 28   5-7 pm

TRUNK OR TREAT

Enjoy roasting hotdogs over a coal fire and s’mores for 
dessert. At 6:30 pm we will watch a family friendly movie  
in the fellowship hall. Kids, feel free to bring a pillow to  
get comfy while watching the movie “Sing”. Everyone  
is welcome!

THINGS TO DO

Join us at our West St Paul Campus for a free, safe  
Trick or Treating event for all ages. Come enjoy seeing  
cars decked out in their Halloween finery while filling your 
bag full of candy, play games, jump to your hearts content, 
all this and more.  Everyone is welcome so bring a friend!




